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 Women are described with a weak position of men. Nowadays women are 
beginning to voice themselves primarily in terms of sexuality, even though they 
are in a predominantly male condition. In this study, the authors analyzed the 
perspective of female characters in The Vagina Monologues by Eve Ensler. This 
drama tells a series of monologues centered on women's experiences of violence 
and their own sexual activity. Ensler conducted interviews with over 200 women 
on the experience of sexuality issues. In this study the author will reveal the 
perspective of the female character in expressing herself from the experience of 
sexuality in accordance with the radical feminism. This study uses the approach of 
radical theories of feminist literary critics to analyze the perspectives of female 
characters on their experiences around men and their bodies, especially the 
vagina. 
 The results of this study indicate that the dominance of men against 
women in the issue of sexuality, giving women a voice over dominance 
experienced. Male dominance includes domestic life, Bosnian Girl, and southern 
women of color. Later the researcher also find that women's resistance to male 
domination from the issue of sexuality, starting from a deeper awareness of 
vaginal function, the satisfaction of sexuality that gives satisfaction, and women 
become lesbian. The results of the study show that Ensler's shows the efforts of 
women to speak for themselves. This step shows that women have subjectivity in 
their own sexuality because women should dare to get out of the rules of men who 
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Perempuan dideskripsikan dengan posisi lemah dari laki-laki. Saat ini 
perempuan mulai menyuarakan dirinya terutama dalam soal seksualitas, meskipun 
mereka berada dalam kondisi di dominasi laki-laki. Dalam studi ini, penulis 
menganalisis tentang perspektif  karakter perempuan dalam karya sastra The 
Vagina Monologues oleh Eve Ensler. Drama ini menceritakan serangkaian 
monolog yang berpusat pada pengalaman perempuan dengan kekerasan dan 
aktivitas seksual mereka sendiri. Ensler melakukan wawancara dengan lebih dari 
200 wanita mengenai pengalaman isu seksualitas. Dalam studi ini penulis akan 
mengungkapkan perspektif dari karakter perempuan dalam mengungkapkan 
dirinya dari pengalaman seksualitas sesuai dengan radikal feminism. Studi ini 
menggunakan pendekatan teori-teori radikal kritik sastra feminis untuk 
menganalisis perspektif dari karakter perempuan pada pengalaman mereka di 
sekitar pria dan tubuh mereka terutama vagina.  
 
Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwadominasi pria terhadap perempuan 
dalam isu seksualitas, memberikan perempuan bersuara atas dominasi yang 
dialaminya. Dominasi pria meliputi pada kehidupan rumah tangga, Bosnian Girl, 
dan southern women of color. Kemudian peneliti juga menemukan bahwa 
perlawanan perempuan terhadap dominasi pria dari isu seksualitas, dimulai dari 
adanya kesadaran fungsi vagina yang lebih mendalam, kebesasan seksualitas yang 
memberi kepuasan, dan perempuan menjadi lesbian. Hasil studi menunjukan 
bahwa karya Ensler memperlihatkan upaya  perempuan bersuara atas dirinya. 
Langkah ini menunjukkan bahwa perempuan memiliki subjektivitas dalam 
seksualitasnya sendiri karena itu perempuan mesti berani untuk keluar dari aturan 
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The first chapter presents the background of the study, problems of the 
study, and objectives of the study. 
1.1 Background of the Study 
Male domination over women occurred in every aspect of life. This 
domination included social, political and economical role institutionlly has called 
as patriarchy (Goldman, 2007). This patriarchy is reflected in many forms of 
literary work, either in prose, poetry and drama. Bandel (2006) state that in the 
literature, women are merely as the object of men’s writing with all their 
perspectives.  
In The Second Sex, Beauvior (2003, p. 347) states “In the classical 
literature, men are holding the rule in composing literary work. Women are placed 
as object of writing, not as subject”. The discussion about woman in literature 
cannot be separated from issues around, namely sexuality. Hughes (2002) presents 
that sex is term used to refer the biological construction. Thus violence is behavior 
involving physical force intended to hurt women. The issues of sexuality and 
violence have inspired many authors to write literary work.  
Drama as one of literature genres has been used by authors to present 
women issues. Drama explain the real life which in designed to be performed by 




The essence of drama is the development of character and situation 
through speech and action. Therefore, language in drama can generally be 
presented either as monologue or dialogue. Monologue means that only one 
character speaks while dialogue always requires two or more participants. 
Alterman (2005) presents that dramatic monologues have clarity in the 
beginning, middle, and end. No matter the form of monologues taken, drama 
monologue is the way tells a story, and a good story must have a clear common 
thread. Therefore, monologue, from mono (alone, single) and logos (speech), 
refers to "single speaker" and allied with the soliloquy, the term is more widely 
recognized convention for theater character alone on stage, voicing their 
innermost thoughts.  Pavis (1998) states that, a monologue is a speech by a 
character to him or herself, while a soliloquy are addressed directly to an 
interlocutor who does not speak. Specificity in the drama monologue is a script 
written by the author does not stop until the disclosure stage of imaginative events 
to be enjoyed by readers, but also visualized in the show.  
Eve Ensler is an American playwright, perfomer, feminist and activist. 
She is the author of the popular and controversial monologues The Vagina 
Monologue in 1996, which has been translated into over 48 languages, performed 
in over 140 countries. This monologue was first performed at a cafe in Greenwich 
Village on October 3, 1996 (America Who Tell the Truth). Skilled monologuists 
also provided provocative themed of female who one-women shows such as Eve 
Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues (1996). “It is against the background of 
twentieth-century American drama a developing native theatre that, in conjunction 
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with the early women's movement, promoted more women to write for the stage, 
to pursue a certain freedom of expression that one can  see clearly which the self-
awareness of the woman writer has expressed itself in the drama” (Friedman, 
1984, p. 71). 
This drama was awarded as ‘Best New Play’ in the Obie Award 1996 
and in 1999 was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship Award in Playwriting. She 
has also received the Berrilla-Kerr Award for Playwriting, the Elliot Norton 
Award for Outstanding Solo Performance, and the Jury Award for Theater at 
the U.S. Comedy Arts Festival.  
The Vagina Monologues is a series of monologues centered around the 
vagina and women's experiences with their own vagina and sexual. For that 
project, Ensler collected interviews with more than 200 women before shaping 
them into a series of sad, funny, fierce, wounded, indignant, and joyful reflections 
on the landscape of the female body and the violence to which it’s sometimes 
subjected. Some of the monologues are close to verbatim interviews, some are 
composite interviews. Meanwhile in particular society, the stories about sexuality 
and violence in literature are considered taboo. 
This drama exposes the sexual violence happen to woman and how the 
woman perceives their body. The issues associates with the spirit of feminism, 
because feminism is one of the approaches used to analyze a literary work. 
Feminism is a study which emphasizes the position of women in a literary work. 
Humm (2007) stated feminism is an ideology of women's liberation in the belief 
that women suffer injustice because of their gender.  Feminism is not a single 
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thought, but has a wide variety of the emergence and development often mutually 
supporting, correcting, and denied previously thought feminism. Feminism theory 
believes that women should be equal to men in political, social, intellectual, 
economic and sexual rights (Barry, 1995).  
The aim of feminism is to reconstruct women personal emotional life, 
sexual, social and interpersonal relationships (Lerner). The goal is more than 
changing the way women see themselves and how people see them, but also 
ended the oppression of women. Radical feminism has a view of the oppression 
that women experience derived from patriarchal system, as written by Tong in his 
book Feminist Thought (2006, p.3) as follows: 
Considers radical feminist liberal feminists are not quite drastic 
and dramatic. They claim that the patriarchal system is 
characterized by power, domination, hierarchy, and competition. 
Patriarchal system can not be reformed, but must be removed 
from the roots and branches. Not only the legal and political 
structures of patriarchy that must be removed to make way for 
the liberation of women. Social and cultural institutions 
(especially families, churches, and colleges) should also be 
removed from its roots. 
 
Tong (2006) noticed that the radical feminists focused on reproduction, 
gender, and sex as a locus for the development of feminist thought. An activist 
and feminist who often based her plays upon interviews, Ensler stumbled upon the 
topic of vaginas while working on another script. She recalls a surprising 
conversation with an older woman who spoke about her vagina with disgust, and 
this got Ensler wondering what other women think about their vaginas.  
This study is important because Eve Ensler who is a feminist tries to give 
message about female characters movement in the play, especially in 20th 
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Century. This issue obviously deals with radical feminism concept which 
demands woman to make a decision for their own good and without any fear to 
men’s domination. The researcher will analyze the literary works produced by 
women authors and see the position of female characters in literature. The main 
focus in this theory is Tong’s theory about radical feminism which is controversial 
in leading debate on women violence and sexuality.  
1.2 Problems of the study 
In the play The Vagina Monologues there are female characters’ that break 
down the existing gender inequalities in society. That position could include the 
feminist movement. In addition, the female characters’ in The Vagina Monologues 
shows their characters to other women who are in subordinated by men. This 
study focuses in the perspective from female characters’ on sexuality which 
represents the idea of radical feminism stance contained in the play The Vagina 
Monologues by Eve Ensler.  
1.3 Objectives of the Study 
According to the problem of the study above, the objective of this study is 
to find out the perspectives from female characters’ in The Vagina Monologues, 




REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  
AND RESEARCH METHOD 
 
 The benefits seen from various forms of social order and culture prevailing 
in the community who embraced the culture of patriarchy, but on the other hand, 
namely the formed stereotypes women in fact very detrimental and cause various 
kinds of injustice. One of them is of the view that the woman is the weak while 
the male is a powerful clan. Based on this, women have a strong tendency to 
depend on men. Instead of men has the power to control women in a variety of 
things such as sexuality and reproduction, so that happens then is that more men 
power over women.  
 The definition of unfair treatment against women can be varied. Most are 
based on the form of such unfair treatment such as violence. The play The Vagina 
Monologues by Eve Ensler was one theme of the drama about the gender 
imbalances that ended in violence on its object especially women in their 
sexuality. This story is lifted from the confession of a woman directly to Ensler. 
The woman expressed her intention to live without pussy because her pussy only 
made her life ruined. 
 In analyzing literary works The Vagina Monologues by Ensler, then 
analyses the flow of feminism that is appropriately linked to issues that will be 
discussed is radical feminism literary criticism behavior and think by using some 
of theories that related to the study. 
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2.1 Theoretical Framework 
This chapter provides the review of related literature to have better 
understanding about the concepts related to the topic that is discussed and the 
research method used for this research. The study uses radical feminist literary 
criticism approach to analyze how the female characters in The Vagina 
Monologues perceive the issue of sexuality and violence. Some theories related to 
sexuality and violence in women context will be used to examine female 
characters’ which is reveal the ideas of radical feminism. 
2.1.1 The Concept of Women 
 According to Beauvoir (2003, p. 9), the woman is a being who was created 
by accident, it is essential that no creature is contrary to the creature is not 
essential. Men are the absolute subject, while the other is a figure woman. Thus 
women should demonstrate her independence and her existence. In other parts, 
Kartono (1992, p. 5) States as a human female is a substance through or 
independence. Someone who has her own choice of establishment and based on 
her needs, so she has autonomy.  
 In line with the above, according to Djajanegara (2000, p. 49), in this 
world, no two people are exactly the same. As an employee, women have 
distinctive traits that set it apart from other community members. She has a 
distinctive and unique experience. If this difference we apply more generally, 
women are generally indistinguishable from men. The party concerned with the 
biological sexual difference is the basis for the character of difference or the 
difference in characteristics between nature and attitudes of women and men. 
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Furthermore, the above differences led to a difference of views and life 
experiences between the two types in General.  
 Simone de Beauvoir (2003, p. 70) criticized Freud's explanation of the 
theories about female castration. Women feel as human beings are incomplete 
because it did not come with a penis. Therefore, women feel inferior. Beauvoir 
(2003) argues that the woes of women not simply because they don't have a penis, 
but because they want what is given to the male society, such as freedom, honor, 
and all forms, whether material benefits as well as psychology. 
 Fakih (2012, p. 13) said that gender differences surely is not a problem all 
does not give birth to gender inequalities. However, in practice, gender 
differences have spawned gender inequalities for women. Various problems arose 
due to gender inequalities for women is marginalization, subordination, labeling, 
violence, the workload is longer and more burden, as well as the dissemination of 
the ideology of gender roles. 
 Opposite of the above, the issue of women at this time is still on actual 
discussion. Primarily on six things that have been described above. Cases 
regarding women are an issue that demands to be completed soon. The case of the 
emphasis on women as expressed above presumably closely related to issues of 
gender inequalities occur on society. The occurrence of gender inequalities may 
be triggered by the strong patriarchal culture. 
 The problems and the lives of women are reflected in works of literature 
with the view that literary works can be regarded as the true reality. According to 
Djajanegara (2000, p. 11) the subordination of women and the struggle has 
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attracted a lot of parties. In literature, the social reality in the works of literature 
since it used to up to now give a hint of the role as well as the distinction between 
men and women in society. Thus, a gender difference has spawned a variety of 
gender inequality as women were considered weaker than men. 
2.1.2 Radical Feminist Literary Criticism 
Feminist literary criticism is one of variety of literary study who based on 
the notion feminist who want the justice to see the existence of women, either as a 
writer and her literary work. According to Wijayatmi ( 2012 ) stated that literary 
criticism feminist means examine how the existence of women in the general 
public. Then, feminist literary criticism of the study which is used to assess 
literary work of the women in the return of thought feminism. 
A feminist literary criticism thus emerges, Guerin (1999, p. 196 ) “Feminist 
literary critics try to explain how power imbalances due to gender in a given 
culture are reflected in or challenged by literary texts”. It means that feminist 
approach examines a literary work by explaining how women reflects the 
injustices experienced, especially women which are caused by the gender 
stereotyping of the influenced by the man domination.  
Humm (2007, p. 157-158), combines feminist doctrine of equal rights for 
women as an organized movement to achieve the human rights of women, with an 
ideology of social transformation that aims to create a world for women. 
Furthermore, feminism is an ideology of women's liberation in the belief that 
women suffer injustice because of their gender.  
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Feminists distinguish sex from gender and see the latter as a social 
category or cultural. Hughes (2002) state that gender is learned and performed, 
involves myriad and often normative meanings given to sexual differences by 
various cultures, while biological sex is determined. Feminism is not a single 
thought, but has a wide variety of the emergence and development often mutually 
supporting, correcting, and denied previously thought feminism.  
Among the kinds of feminism, radical feminism has a view that the 
oppression that women experience is derived from patriarchal system, as written 
by Tong in his book Feminist Thought (2006, p.3) as follows: 
Considers radical feminist, feminists are not quite drastic and 
dramatic. They claim that the patriarchal system is characterized 
by power, domination, hierarchy, and competition. Patriarchal 
system can not be reformed, but must be removed from the roots 
and branches. Not only the legal and political structures of 
patriarchy that must be removed to make way for the liberation of 
women. Social and cultural institutions (especially families, 
churches, and colleges) should also be removed from its roots. 
 
 Thus, radical feminism pays more attention to patriarchy as social system 
that discriminates women naturally. Men domination over women based on sex is 
main problem patriarchal culture. Radical feminism argues that misogynistic 
practices is as masculine control toward feminine sexuality, as Medsen (2000, p. 
10) stated about misogynist “It is systematic practice of women hating and usually 
describes the institutionalized subordination of women and all that designed 
feminine”.   
 Radical feminism emphasizes that gender relation is basic of cultural 
oppression and another relative oppression. Biological relation between male and 
female maintained to continue physical violence and psychological aggression 
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over women. Gender-sexual oppression is very systemic and laying under 
patriarchal culture. Part of oppression over women, such as sexual violence, rape, 
beating women and etc, has shown in patriarchal culture without guilty (Firestone, 
1970, p. 157 – 159). 
 Tong (2006) presents that radical feminism is developed from women 
participation in one or more radical social movements in the United States (US) in 
the early 1960s which have a desire to improve the conditions of women.  Tong 
(2006) noticed that the radical feminists focused on reproduction, gender, and sex 
as a locus for the development of feminist thought. They assume that the 
oppression suffered by women in all spheres of life rooted in the sexual 
oppression.  
Radical feminism focuses in the relationship between social inequality and 
sexual difference (Medsen, 2000). The basic essential of this ideology is women 
domination by men in the sexual class. The start point of radical feminism is 
sexual discrimination of men over women based on biological nature. As quoted 
in The New York Radical Feminist manifesto, they claim that; 
“Radical feminism recognizes the oppression of women as a 
fundamental political oppression where in women are categorized 
as an inferior class based on their sex. It is the aim of radical to 
organize politically to destroy this sex-class system. As radical 
feminists we recognize that we are engaged in a power struggle 
with men, and that the agent of our oppression is man in so far as 
he identifies with and carries out the supremacy privileges of the 
male role.”(Mitchell, 1971, p. 51). 
 
In other words, radical feminism assumes that physical control of women 
by men as sexual intercourse is the basic form of oppression of women. Radical 
feminism tries to draw a line between the behavior of certain biological and 
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cultural attitudes. It aimed to liberate men and women as much as possible of their 
gender roles a little early. The main concern of radical feminism is the campaign 
against sexual violence and sexual exploitation of women in pornography. in 
addition, this flow also recommends lesbian lifestyle because this way women can 
be detached from the oppression of men (Dzuhayatin, 1998). 
The most marked revolutionary idea of this radical feminist movement is 
the introduction of the practice of consciousness-raising into feminist thought. 
Once, women came together in small group and shared their personal experiences 
as women with each other. In this small group, they discovered that their 
individual experiences were not unique to them but widely shared by many 
women. According to Bryson (in Tong, 2009, p. 48), showed how 
“the trauma of a woman who had been raped or who had had to 
resort to an illegal abortion seemed to be linked to the experiences 
of the wife whose husband refused to do his shared of housework, 
appeared never to have heard of the female orgasm or sulked if she 
went out for the evening; the secretary whose boss insisted that she 
wear short skirts, expected here to “be nice” to important clients or 
failed to acknowledge that she was effectively running his office; 
and the female student whose teachers expected less of the “girls”, 
refused requests to study female writers or even traded grades for 
sexual favors.”. 
 
Since The Vagina Monologues exposes a lot the issues of sexuality and 
violence experienced by women. The entire monologue talks about the female 
organ as the strength and power for all women. This literary work can be the 
analyzed by the perspective of feminism, especially radical feminism point of 
view. Feminist literary criticism interwoven with a radical feminism and 
significantly increase about the role of women in terms of sexuality and violence. 
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According Tong (2006, p.48) women came together in small groups and shared 
their personal experiences as women with each other.  
2.1.3 Radical Feminists’ views on Sexuality 
In terms of sexuality, women are entitled to a free appropriate sexual 
experience they desire. According to Ferguson (in Tong, 2009), radical feminists’ 
views on sexuality are as follows. 
1) Heterosexual as well as other sexual practices are characterized by 
repression. The norms of patriarchal bourgeois sexuality repress the 
sexual desires and pleasures of everyone by stigmatizing sexual 
minorities, thereby keeping the majority “pure” and under control.  
2) Feminists should repudiate any theoretical analyses, legal restrictions, 
or moral judgments that stigmatize sexual minorities and thus restrict 
the freedom of all. 
3) As feminists we should reclaim control over female sexuality by 
demanding the right to practice whatever gives us pleasure and 
satisfaction. 
4) The ideal sexual relationship is between fully consenting, equal 
partners who negotiate to maximize one another’s sexual pleasure and 
satisfaction by any means they choose. 
From the statements above, these feminists urged women to experiment 
with different kinds of sex and not to confine themselves to a limited range of 
sexual experiences. Women have the right to experiment with itself, with other 
women, or with men. Tong (2006, p. 55) state that genital sex, so important for 
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the purposes of biological sex, would become just one kind of sexual 
experience—and a relatively unimportant one—as people rediscovered the erotic 
pleasures of their oral and anal cavities and engaged in sexual relations with 
members of the same as well as the opposite sex. They discovered that their 
individual experiences were not unique to them but widely shared by many 
women. It is including looking at their vaginas, masturbating, shaving, 
menstruating, engaging in sexual acts and giving birth. 
Freedom for women can be obtained not by mixing the feminine and 
masculine qualities in one self, but by returning to the nature of women. In terms 
of sexuality, to be free, to support women’s sexual rights, particularly the right to 
choose between heterosexual, bisexual, and lesbian lifestyles. ( Tong, 2006, p. 
26). 
2.1.4 Radical Feminists’ views on Sexual Violence 
Violence against women is able to become a serious problem in society. 
Violence against women is a reflection of the many gender inequalities that exist 
in society. This, placing women are at number two after the men. Fakih (2001) 
stated that violence against a particular sex due to gender. 
The oppression of women by men is a system called patriarchy. Tong ( 
2006, p.4) radical feminists is the source of women’s oppression. Patriarchy is 
based in an oppressive family structure within which women's sexuality capacities 
is controlled.  This triggers threats of violence against women. Additionally Tong 
(2006, p.68) defines that: 
First, it encourages men to behave in sexually harmful ways toward 
women (e.g., sexual harassment, rape, domestic violence). Second, 
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it defames women as persons who have so little regarded for 
themselves they actively seek or passively accept sexual abuse. 
And third, it leads men not only to think less of women as human 
beings but also to treat them as second-class citizens unworthy of 
the same due process and equal treatment men enjoy. 
 
All of it is the suppression due to the patriarchal system that is formed by the 
community, and it is opposed by radical feminism. Some radical feminists think 
that there is something fundamentally wrong with males that makes them inclined 
towards violence and be them derive psychological fulfillment out of dominating 
others.  
Radical feminism considers that violence against women is often started 
from a very private area, namely sexuality. Therefore, the issue of sexuality is not 
just seen as something that is placed in the private sphere. The female body is an 
object that is often intended for a violent, both personal and institutional. 
Additionally Tong (2006, p.66) states that heterosexual sexual relations generally 
are characterized by an ideology of sexual objectification (men as 
subjects/masters; women as objects/slaves) that supports male sexual violence 
against women. 
2.2 Synopsis The Vagina Monologues 
The Vagina Monologues is a series of monologues centered on women’s 
experiences with their own sexual activity. Each of the monologues deals with an 
aspect of the feminine experience, touching on matters such as sex, love, rape, 
menstruation, female genital mutilation, masturbation, birth, orgasm, the various 
common names for the vagina, or simply as a physical aspect of the body. A 
16 
 
recurring theme throughout the piece is the vagina as a tool of female 
empowerment, and the ultimate embodiment of individuality.  
For that project, Ensler collected interviews with more than 200 women 
before shaping them into a series of sad, funny, fierce, wounded, indignant, and 
joyful reflections on the landscape of the female body and the violence to which 
it’s sometimes subjected. Some of the monologues are close to verbatim 
interviews, some are composite interviews, and with some I just Began with the 
seed of an interview and had a good time, to quote Ensler (2001, p. 7). As the 
author points out, some of the monologues are verbatim, some are her invented 
impressions and Ensler had several characteristics in her plays. 
The Vagina Monologues is made up of a varying number of monologues 
read by a varying number of women, initially Ensler performed every monologue 
herself, with subsequent performances featuring three actresses, and more recent 
versions featuring a different actress for every role. A recurring theme throughout 
the piece is the vagina as a tool of female empowerment, and the ultimate 
embodiment of individuality. Therefore, Ensler generated her monologues from 
real life interviews, and it makes sense to display what she learned from her 
subject. Below are descriptions, the researcher will choose of some of the most 
powerful scenes.  
Subject of this first monologue "Hair" the speaker of the monologue 
describes how her husband didn't like the hair around her vagina and made her 
shave it. She describes her discomfort, how she let the hair grow back, how her 
husband started "screwing around" on her. The second scene is talk about “Wear 
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and Say” consists of a six year old answers to the author's standard questions 
about what a vagina would wear. This is a terrific monologue for people of all 
difference acting abilities. The third scene, “My vagina was my village" this 
monologue description of how a photograph of female victims of the Bosnian war 
(circa 1993) led her to a determination to interview such women. She also 
describes how her interviews led her into a raging determination to raise 
awareness of rape as a weapon of war, and how shocked she was to learn how 
many rapes take place in the United States, a country supposedly not at war. In the 
monologue itself, stark images of brutal violation (by guns, broom handles, and a 
week of violent penises) alternate with poetically beautiful images of how the 
speaker viewed her vagina before the war. "My vagina," the speaker says, "a live 
wet water village.  
The next fourth scene it is about "The little coochi snorcher that could", 
the author describes her work with women described as homeless, women who 
have almost all suffered incest or rape as young girls. It recognizes the plight of 
many sexually abused women as they become dangerously detached from their 
own bodies and themselves. She describes how this monologue is based on the 
story of one woman who escaped her past and the shelter system by falling in love 
and developing a relationship with another woman in the same shelter. The fifth 
scene, "The woman who loved to make vaginas happy" this monologue is a 
prostitute who loves for making women and their vaginas happy. She discusses 
the main attraction, in being a woman and being with a woman moaning. She 
describes her own process of realizing what a sexual moan communicates, how 
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she initially suppressed her moaning but then released it and how she came to 
appreciate find pleasure in the moans of other women. Then the last sixth scene, 
“I was in the room” this monologue was based upon Ensler's personal experience 
watched the birth of her grandchild. Arguably the most touching and optimistic of 
the monologues, this scene captures the joy and glorious detail. As with all of the 
monologues, it is not advocating a specific point of view, it is an account of one 
woman’s experience. 
2.3 Previous Study 
 The analysis of feminism especially to a character in the literary work has 
been conducted by Viany (2010) entitled Radical Feminism Portrayed in Eat 
Pray Love by Elizabeth Gilbert. She focuses on the reproduction and mariages to 
reveal the radical feminism issues that appear within the novel. Viany discovers 
that radical feminism is represented strongly within the novel through the 
character, theme and setting. 
 This research is also conducted by Mudrika Anisahri (2011) entitled 
Feminism Thoughts in Dreams of Trepass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood by Fatima 
Mernissi. She concluded that gender equality and freedom are the feminism 
thoughts that appear through some female characters. They are shaped by the 
various ways, such as by the storytelling, education and theater. She described 
how the culture of the harem grows and develops. Harlem culture is considered as 
the causing of a patriarchal system where women are restricted to do activities 
outside and they are required to follow the rules. However, there are some female 
characters who do not silent, in fact they protest because they have been oppresed. 
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They try to convey some ideas of feminism thoughts to Fatima Mernissi with 
different manner. For instance, Mernissi’s mother gives the storytelling with the 
moral message inside, her grandmother gives some advices and experiences and 
her aunt and cousin who hold a theater show about the great women that inspire 
many women in the harem to get the equality and the true of freedom.  
From those previous studies, the similiarities with this research uses 
female characters as the object. The researcher decided to conduct a research with 
different topic entitled Radical Feminism Revealed through the Female 
Characters’ Perspectives on Sexuality and Violence in Ensler’s Vagina 
Monologues. The researcher chooses The Vagina Monologues  as her object because this 
drama tells about the fact of women become the object of sexuality and issue. In this 
research the researcher will use Radical Feminism approach which proposed by 
Rosemarie Tong.  
2.4 Methods 
 There were four steps that would be taken in conducting this research: 
deciding the material object, collecting and analyzing the data, and drawing the 
conclusion.  
2.4.1 Deciding Material Object 
The Vagina Monologues is a series of monologues centered around the 
vagina and women's experiences with their own vagina and sexual. For that 
project, Ensler collected interviews with more than 200 women before shaping 
them into a series of sad, funny, fierce, wounded, indignant, and joyful reflections 
on the landscape of the female body and the violence to which it’s sometimes 
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subjected. Some of the monologues are close to verbatim interviews, some are 
composite interviews. 
Data sources of this study are the work of The Vagina Monologues with 35 
pages, published by http://www.script-o-rama.com accessed on Mei 14th 2014. 
Actually, the researcher found the drama of The Vagina Monologue was first on 
Youtube by Sabine Mairiedl on April 9, 2009, which contains a performance 
monologue by Ensler herself. The first prints in 1976 with 79 pages thick. The 
data can be in the form of words, phrases, sentences, and elements of the 
conversation in these works which contain information related to issues that are 
examined. The technique used in data acquisition is to read the paper repeatedly 
and note down the things related to the examined. 
2.4.2 Collecting and Analyzing the Data 
In this step, the researcher read The Vagina Monologues for the first time 
to grab the idea of the story. Then the researcher read The Vagina Monologues for 
the second time to find the issues and observes the characters and relationship 
between them. In order to analyze, the researcher gives the material codes there 
are views about the perspectives from female characters’ experiencing acts of 
violence and the existence of radical stance on female characters’. The next step, 
the authors understand and interpret the content of the readings. Parts that fit the 
context of research conceived and linked with the purpose of knowing the the 
perspectives from female characters’ experiencing acts of violence and the 
existence of radical stance on female characters’ contained in The Vagina 
Monologues by Ensler. 
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This descriptive technique would do several steps in data analysis in 
qualitative research, namely (Huberman and Miles in the Bungin, 2009, p. 69) 
using interactive model analysis with the three following procedures. The first 
categorization be selected in accordance with the data group within the boundaries 
of the problem are the perspectives from female characters’ experiencing acts of 
sexuality in radical feminism stance the play The Vagina Monologues by Eve 
Ensler.  
The second procedure is data specialties, aiming to describe the collection 
of information which will further facilitate the withdrawal in the conclusions and 
taking action. In this study, will be using the presentation of data in the form of a 
table as a result from the process of categorization.  
The third procedure, in conclusion withdrawal is aimed at correcting the 
righteousness and fit which is the validity of the above meanings that arise from 
data. The withdrawal of the conclusions has been obtained from analysis of the 
data presented and the theory is used. In this study, conclusion is the final process 
of withdrawal explaining the answer to problem formulation that has been created 
as interpret, infer and compare data found in The Vagina Monologues with radical 
feminist literary criticism theory that is connected to the problem of the research 
to describe and to analyze the data through female characters perspectives on 
sexuality and violence can support research. 
2.4.3 Drawing Conclusion 





FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter discusses the problem of the study to find out a form of 
sexuality on radical feminism stance indicated female characters’ contained in The 
Vagina Monologues by Eve Ensler and the female characters make decisions that 
are not dominated by men.  The motion carried by the female characters’, so that 
they are not afraid and ashamed to discuss their vital organs is still considered 
taboo. When discussing the issue of women, one important concept which should 
not be forgotten is the gender. According to radical feminist Rubin (in Tong, 
2009), the sex or gender system is a set of arrangements by which a society 
transforms biological sexuality into products of human activity. This is an issue 
which is important because stereotypes are shaped by gender in the application 
have a tendency of favoring certain gender male. 
 This chapter will answer the problem of the study which focuses on what 
cause men have the power to control women in a variety of things such as sexual 
matters in short. This chapter will explain the oppression and how the resistance 
through women on sexuality issues. Meanwhile, the theories of radical feminist 
literary criticism approach by using theories related to sexuality will be used to 
analyze the perspective from female characters’ on their experience around men 
and their body especially vagina. The results of the research presented in the form 






3.1 Male dominance on sexuality over female rights 
 The position of women who always become number two in the aspect of 
life is one manifestation of the domination of men. In the patriarchal system has 
inherent ideology which states that men are more powerful than women. Women 
are part of men. This creates a social construct that gives men control over 
women. By having controlled women, men are likely to do oppression toward 
women in many aspects on women’s life. That composed of control over women 
and men in full control over the prevailing system of society. Fakih (2012, p.13) 
utters that gender differences do not really matter as long as they do not give rise 
to gender inequalities. In practice, however, gender differences have generated 
gender inequality for women.  
 Problems arising from gender inequality for women are marginalization, 
subordination, labeling and socialization. Biological relation between male and 
female maintained to continue physical violence and psychological aggression 
over women. Gender-sexual oppression is very systemic and laying under 
patriarchal culture. Part of oppression over women, such as sexual violence, rape, 
beating women and etc, has shown in patriarchal culture without guilty (Firestone, 
1970, p. 157 – 159). 
3.1.1 Male dominance on sexuality over wives 
 A social problem that occurs in human life is very diverse, including the 
question of women. Almost all existing social problems occur in women. Women 
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become the object of discussion, a debate that never ends. The problems and the 
lives of women are reflected in works of literature with the view that literary 
works can be regarded as the true reality. According to Djajanegara (2000, p. 11) 
the subordination of women and the struggle has attracted a lot of parties. In 
literature, the social reality in the works of literature since it used to up to now 
give a hint of the role as well as the distinction between men and women in 
society.  
 It also happens in the bonds of marriage, women who are married will be 
purchased and belonged to the husband so utterly disconnected from the root 
group. In some parts of The Vagina Monologues it can form some stories about 
position of wife that was dominated by her husband. Among these stories is the 
“Hair” and “Crooked Braid”. The story of “Crooked Braid” is explained how the 
female characters ‘ being a wife who face everyday living isolation. 
 “He want to go out. He said to me “you stay home”. I said “I 
wanted to go out”. He said “you have a baby”. I said “it’s our 
baby”… I looked up and he slapped me, my husband.”(Ensler, 
2009, p. 27). 
 
 That dialog, it appears power lies firmly in control by men. Women as 
wives are the ones who are forced to stay at home and do not have career outside. 
(Tong, 2004, p. 18). Due to the limited space of the woman, it made the woman 
cannot explore their abilities. Women spend more time at home, taking care of 
husbands and children. Education obtained by women everything associated with 
her position as a wife who supported her husband. In fact, Wollstonecraft says 
that women have the same rights to get an education that further strengthen the 
reason, like men. According to him, by getting an education that allows people to 
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develop rational and moral capacity, it’s potential to be human to be complete, so 
that women no longer be simply a tool (Tong, 2004). 
 While in the next paragraph was further made clear again about the 
powers of the husband who has full control of his wife, thus making it do things at 
will on its own. Therefore, his wife was already obedient to him. 
 “He’d walk all cocky in the street all macho in the road but his 
braid would be so crooked. This shouldn’t have made me that 
happy, heard that he was out with a woman making live and she 
was fluffing his hair when he was wild on top of her.”(Ensler, 
2009, p.31) 
 
 This, makes his wife was upset and she ended up doing that makes her 
husband impotent. Though as if men have power over her, is actually his wife in 
“cookred braid” has played a role that she also has power. She can tinker with her 
position that may threaten the authority of men, for instance as follows. 
“I got with scissors as he snored and slowly walked to him and just 
cut the braid off completely off and put it in his hand… I didn’t go 
back to him for three years until I knew his hair had grown out 
again.”(Ensler, 2009, p. 31) 
 
 His wife is well aware, though his position looks weak, but it can 
potentially endanger the position of men. Because it is aware of the power of him, 
she chose not to return to her husband to three years. This proves that the position 
of the wife can withdraw the slacking off to see to what extent the powers of men, 
especially in the family institution where both men as husbands. 
 Furthermore, on female characters ‘ “Hair” tells the story of a husband 
who resent the presence of hair around the vagina, thus making the husband asked 
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his wife to shave the hair around vagina. In this marriage, the husband will 
impose its domestic to women (Beauvoir, 2003). 
 “My first and only husband hated hair. He said it was 
cluttered and dirty. He made me shave my vagina. It looked puffy 
and exposed and little girl. This excited him.” (Ensler, 2009, p.4) 
 
 This makes his wife feel the pain when the hair around her vagina shaved. 
“Like scratching a mosquito. It felt like it was on fire” (Ensler, 2009, p. 4). His 
wife refused to not want to shave the hair around the vagina again. But this makes 
the husband doing the actions that increasingly showed his authority as men. In 
summary, the ideal woman, the woman who worshipped male, are women who 
believed that their duty to sacrifice themselves in order to make fun of men 
(Tong, 2004, p. 268). 
 “I refused to shave it again. Then my husband had an affair. When 
we went to marital therapy, he said he screwed around because I 
wouldn’t please him sexuality… but the therapist told me marriage 
was a compromise. This time, when we got home, he got to shave 
my vagina. It was like a therapy bonus prize”(Ensler, 2009, p.4-5). 
  
 Though as if the husband had dominion over his wife’s body. Actually the 
female characters’ of wife has been that she also has the power, by refusing to 
shave vagina hair back. 
 “I realized then that hair is there for a reason, it’s the leaf around 
the flower, the lawn around the house. You have to love hair in 
order to love the vagina. You can’t pick the parts you want. And 
besides, my husband never stopped screwing around.”(Ensler, 
2009, p.5). 
 
 The text above reflects the attitude of his wife over the whereabouts of 
her, especially of hair around her vagina. However, the word from “the leaf” and 
“the lawn” is an allusion to that “hair” as a protector and a complement that 
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beautify the vagina. As said by Istiarina Princesses (2014) on article 
Kawaijapan.com mentions that the hairs are not likely be there for no reason, and 
it turns out that the existence of the hair is important. The main function of the 
hair around the vaginal area was to protect the area from irritation. The vaginal 
area is an area that is very sensitive and easily irritated skin. It turns out the hair in 
the intimate areas also have functions to regulate body temperature, so that the 
hair around the vagina may issue pheromones (chemicals that regulate the 
behavior of sex). 
 Marriage transforms the feelings that had been owned, which is sincere, be 
obligations and rights were obtained in a manner that hurts. Marriage offers 
women’s comfort, tranquility and security, but the marriage also robbed the 
woman over the chance to become great (Tong, 2004, p. 269). The position of 
women as a wife in the second part in this drama has a unique position. Although 
her husband, in a review of their status can be in control, but the female characters 
‘ on “wife” can have power over themselves. By having that realization, they can 
act no matter her husband by not being the object of power from men. By having 
that realization, they can act no matter her husband by not being the object of 
power from men. Repression occurred in women because the class system of 
gender. Therefore, the flow of radical feminism saw biological factors which 
formed the basis of the gender distinction. Radical feminism considers the flow of 
physical domination of women by men is a form of oppression against women.   
 The parts of this drama increasingly explains that long ago the female 
body like not owned by women is legitimate. Body and sexuality of women 
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formed in the perspective of the men through gender and society objects. How the 
male point of view actually makes women the definition over the female body 
belonged to men. Patriarchy is a source of ideological repression of women. 
Gender-sexual oppression is very systemic and laying under patriarchal culture. 
Part of oppression over women, such as sexual violence, rape, beating women and 
etc, has shown in patriarchal culture without guilty (Firestone, 1970, p. 157 – 
159). For radical feminism, sexuality is a tool for men to dominate women. If the 
story of “Hair” and “Crooked Braid” women as wives choose to take over 
themselves with action no matter to men.  
3.1.2 Male dominance on sexuality over Bosnian Girl 
 In the other side, women has perceived domination by men, it can be seen 
on cases of gender sexual abuse in The Vagina Monologues. It was derived from 
the case of a rape camp in the former Yugoslavia experienced by six young 
Bosnian girls, as well as the existence of rape incidents to women in Europe in 
mid-1993. It looks at the following quote; 
 “In 1993, I saw this incredible picture on the cover of 
“NEWSDAY”. It was a picture of six young Bosnian girls who 
had just been returned from a rape camp in the Yugoslavia, and the 
picture was really shocking, because on one level they looked like 
six young beautiful girls in their late teens, early 20s… I couldn’t 
understand why we weren’t doing anything about the fact that 
between 20 and 70 thousand women were being raped in the 
middle of Europe in 1993, as a systematic tactic of war.” (Ensler, 
2009, p. 24 – 25) 
 
Based on the data above, it makes the Ensler decided to conduct 
interviews to all the women in some countries and poured in the form of a Vaginal 
Monologues. “It is against the background of twentieth-century American drama a 
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developing native theatre that, in conjunction with the early women’s movement, 
promoted more women to write for the stage, to pursue a certain freedom of 
expression that one can  see clearly which the self-awareness of the woman writer 
has expressed itself in the drama” (Friedman, 1984, p. 71). 
 Thus, a gender difference has spawned a variety of gender inequality as 
women were considered weaker than men. Jaggar (Fakih, 2012) adds that men are 
biologically or politically are part of the problem. In other words the physical 
domination of women by men such as sexual relations is a form of oppression of 
women. In accordance with the opinion that it can be known that female 
characters ‘ in The Vagina Monologues experience men’s object include sexual 
abuse. In female characters’ “Vagina Was My Village” was written by Eve Ensler 
in dedication to the women who returned from a rape camp in Bosnia in 1993. She 
went to interview these women in 1994 and had published this piece as part of 
The Vagina Monologues in 2001.  
“Not since the soldiers put a long, thick rifle inside me. So cold, 
the steel rod canceling my heart. Don’t know whether they’re 
gonna fire it or shove it throug h my spinning brain. Six of them, 
with black masks shoving bottles up me too.”.(Ensler, 2009, p. ) 
 
 As in part "My Vagina was my Village", where the six Bosnian women 
become victims of sexual violence in the army camp in the Bosnian war. They 
feel the vagina becomes a very bad memory. 
“My vagina was once my hometown. Not since they took turns. 
They took turns for seven days smelling like feces and smoked 
meat. They left their dirty sperm inside me. And i became a river 
of poison and pus, and all the crops died and the fish. My vagina... 
A live, wet, water village. 
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I do not touch now.  
I do not visit i live someplace else now. 
I don't know where that is” (Ensler, 2009, p. 39) 
 
From the excerpt above increasingly explained that they are experiencing a 
very deep trauma on their psychology condition. Vagina for them only a silent and 
dark continent ever arouse attacks and confusion. As well as the vagina is their 
hometown but has been snatched away from them over the control of their body 
and voice to talk about it. Additionally Tong (2006, p.68) defines that: 
First, it encourages men to behave in sexually harmful ways toward 
women (e.g., sexual harassment, rape, domestic violence). Second, 
it defames women as persons who have so little regarded for 
themselves they actively seek or passively accept sexual abuse. 
And third, it leads men not only to think less of women as human 
beings but also to treat them as second-class citizens unworthy of 
the same due process and equal treatment men enjoy. 
 
 Whereas, on sexual violence from “My Vagina was my Village” women 
save that story with stealthy and only painted on a painting of the six Bosnian 
women wearing masks. “My Vagina was my Village” was basically show that the 
tragedy of sexual violence that occurs in women can give a very deep effect on the 
lives of women. Suppression of sexuality and of women’s body which is the 
private area is ultimately also mean suppression of women in public areas. Radical 
feminism emphasizes that gender relation is basic of cultural oppression and 
another relative oppression.  
3.1.3 Male dominance on sexuality over Southern woman of color 
Another monologues surrounded by sexual abuse in “The Little Coochi 
Snorcher That Could” should be a “Southern woman of color.”  This idea suggests 
that only women who are literally in the minority come from bad homes.  It also 
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perpetuates the idea that people from the South are uneducated and that rape 
would only happen in “a place like the South.” The narrator recalls a time when 
she was ten, in the basement at her father’s house trying on her first set of 
undergarments when her father’s friend, Alfred, snuck up behind her and raped 
her. She tried to stop him by screaming, kicking, and fighting, but she could not 
overpower Alfred. 
“Suddenly my father’s best friend, this big man Alfred, comes up 
from behind, and pulls my new underpants down, an sticks his big, 
hard penis right into my coochie snocher. I scream, I kick, I try to 
fight him off.”( Ensler, 2009, p. ) 
 
In both of these monologues, women were powerless compared to the men 
who forced them into having sex. Likewise, a common theme that unites the two 
is how Alfred and the soldiers used force during sex not to obtain pleasure. Fakih 
(2001) added that violence against a certain gender is caused by the assumption of 
gender. The views of the community on women who love gentle nature made 
women demeaned. So, the rampant cases of sexual violence that occur against 
women bring its own miseries for women.  
Violence against women goes largely unacknowledged and unaddressed 
because the female body is pervasively degraded women are sexualized, but not 
sexual, and their subjective experience is silenced. Thus, because rape is one 
convergence of male power and violence used to subordinate women (as well as 
physically hurt their bodies), Ensler’s play speaks reality to literally break the 
silence that permits women’s bodies to be violated in every culture. 
“Memory, seven years old. Edgar Montane, who is ten, gets angry 
at me and punches me with all his might between my legs. It feels 
like he breaks my entire self. I limp home. I can’t pee. My mama 
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asks me what’s wrong with my Coochi Snorcher, and when I tell 
her what Edgar did to me she yells at me and says never to let 
anyone touch me down there again. I try to explain that he didn’t 
touch it, Mama, he punched it.” (Ensler, 2009, 21) 
 
Such data indicates physical violence committed by a boy named Edgar 
toward one of the female characters’ in homeless women. Physical violence is an 
act which aims to wounded, tortured, and persecuted others so that keep people 
who tortured suffering. In addition, Kristi (in Achie 2000, p. 11) States that 
“physical abuse is the Act of hitting, slapping, strangling, kicking, throwing items 
into the body of the victim, stepped on, hurt with bare hands or tools/weapons, 
kill. Physical violence contained in the play The Vagina Monologues Ensler 
works as follows. 
Treatment of Edgar is a form of discrimination against a woman, so that 
bring a feeling of wounds “It feels like he breaks my entire self “. The role of men 
should be able to protect women, not hurt and injured. A mother’s instinct when I 
heard her daughter hurt will provide protection to the child, such as the data above 
mama said “never to let anyone touch me down there again”. The child is a gift 
given by God to the elderly. 
 Furthermore, in the short story “little snoocher” go a step further, building 
her own by withdrawing from its surroundings and living with her mother. It is 
clear that during this whole female body are described and given an identity by a 
patriarchal world so that women could not give identities against themselves. In 
addition, the identity of the woman has always been associated with male identity 
in the language of Simone de Beauvoir called the other. That is, the presence of 
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women is determined in relation to men, not because they have their own identity. 
Male size and standard to determine the nature of women is not women who are 
measured over the quality of its own. Therefore, women have not been seen as 
objects of male strength, through social status nor preclude life. Women have the 
right to determine authority over their own body which is in parts of the vagina 
without the domination of men. 
 
3.2 Women is resistance against Male domination on sexuality  
 The body becomes one of determining factors of psychological conditions. 
Indirectly, this influence through the mental processes attached a person against 
her body. One of them, individuals evaluates their body. Susan Sulaeman wrote in 
The book "The Female Body in Western Culture" about a woman who for 
centuries has been the object of male desire, fear of male-male and male 
representation, must disclose and use reset themselves as subjects.  
3.2.1. Women’s awareness on vaginal function 
 Women feel as human beings are incomplete because it did not come with 
a penis. Therefore, women feel inferior. Beauvoir (2003) argues that the woes of 
women not simply because they don't have a penis, but because they want what is 
given to the male society, such as freedom, honor, and all forms, whether material 
benefits as well as psychology. This makes Ensler angry that Ensler make part 
drama about "My Angry Vagina". In part this Ensler sued that women have 
control on their body. 
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“Why the scary paper dress that scratches your tits and crunches 
when you lie down so you feel like a wad of paper someone threw 
away. Why the rubber gloves? Why the flashlight all up there like 
Nancy Drew working against gravity, why the Nazi steel stirrups, 
the mean cold duck lips they shove inside you? What’s that? My 
vagina’s angry about those visits.”(Ensler, 2009, p. 35) 
 
“My vagina helped release a giant baby. It thought it would be 
doing more of that. It’s not. Now, it wants to travel, doesn’t want a 
lot of company. It wants to read and know things and get out more. 
It wants sex. It loves sex. It wants to go deeper… well it wants 
everything”(Ensler, 2009, p. 36) 
 
 A woman is said to be able to have autonomy over own body if she can 
perform control over her body. If a woman has an ability of such control, she can 
determine the direction of her body. The patterns used in the understanding of the 
concept of the body to the point of consciousness that result in inquiries and the 
surrounding environment become important to know. In other parts, Kartono 
(1992, p. 5) States as a human female is a substance through or independence. 
Someone who has her own choice of establishment and based on her needs, so she 
has autonomy.  
 Particularly in the drama The Vagina Monologues Ensler work reveals 
how the perspectives on women’s bodies are formed by women themselves. In the 
play is also visible there are efforts voiced the female body especially their vital 
organs (Vagina). A range of dialogue and reflection upon herself will assist 
authors in describing how the female characters’ beyond the process of 
acceptance and of existence themself. As in the part “The vagina workshop” in 
The Vagina Monologues teach women to know part their vital organs (Vagina). 
Feminist literary criticism interwoven with a radical feminism and significantly 
increase about the role of women onsexuality and violence. According Tong 
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(2006, p.48) women came together in small groups and shared their personal 
experiences as women with each other.  
 “I learned this in the Vagina workshop. I learned this from a 
woman who runs the vagina workshop, a woman who believes in 
vaginas, who really sees vaginas, who helps other women see their 
own vaginas by seeing other women vaginas.”(Ensler, 2009, p. 13) 
 
 In the workshop describes how women recognize her vagina. Next in the 
part "The vagina workshop" the women mutual share how a vagina that's "unique, 
beautiful fabulous cunt". They then proceeded to open various forms of her 
vagina. 
 “She wanted to know what our own unique beautiful fabulous 
vagina looked like to us. One woman who was pregnant drew a big 
red mouth screaming with coins spilling out. Another skinny 
woman drew a big serving plate with a kind of Devonshire pattern 
on it. I had always thought of my vagina as an anatomical vacuum 
randomly sucking particles and objects from the surrounding 
environment.”(Ensler, 2009, p. 13) 
 
 The above data tells us that when the body, body parts, or the sexual 
function of the body is separated from the totality of the self, a woman, then the 
practice of sexual objectification of the female body over it's done. However, it is 
not always made by the commodity of women to men. Women can also be 
consciously understood that their beautiful body is a commodity that can be used 
instead for the fulfillment of their various interests (Sadawi, 2006), as the 
fulfillment of her sexual needs through given below the clitoris. 
 “ Be my clitoris. I lay back and close my eyes. I put the mirror down. 
I watched myself floating above myself.I felt like an astronaut re-




 Finally, in "the vagina workshop” realized the vagina is like a beautiful 
tulips as well as depth. As well as having flower petals. This implies that the 
vagina is a part of women’s body which is very valuable. 
 “My vagina is a shell, a round pink tender shell opening and 
closing, closing and opening. My vagina is a flower, an eccentrip 
tulip, the center acute and deep, the scent delicates, the petals 
gentle but sturdy”(Ensler, 2009, p. 16). 
  
 Next is part “The Flood” based upon a conversation with a 72-year old 
woman, combines humorously erotic dream imagery talking about "down there" 
or vagina and an idea of this monologue's potential. 
“What kind of question is that, what would it wear? 
It would wear a sign, "closed, due to flooding". 
What would it say? 
I told you, it's not a thing that speaks, it's a place. 
A place you don't go. 
Closed up, under the house, down there.” (Ensler, 2009, p.11) 
 
From the above statement can see that the vagina is a place hidden inside 
the body. The word hidden place means that the vagina has a profound function 
so when asked what will be charged "closed due to flooding" means the vagina 
should be on guard well. In the end, in part drama "Reclaiming cunt", tells the 
story of a girl aged six years makes intelligent questions about the vagina to 
Ensler, here the excerpt. 
“a six-year-old girl was asked.” 
“ If your vagina got dressed what would it wear? Red high tops 
and a Mets cap worn backwards” 
“If it could speak what would it say? It would say word that began 
with V and T – turtle and violin are examples” 
“What does your vagina remind you of? A pretty dark peach. Or a 
diamond I found from treasure and it’s mine” 
“What special about your vagina? Somewhere deep inside it has a 
really really smart brain” 




 This explains how intelligent a little girl in a critical question about giving 
vagina. The vagina is a body part possessed by most women, and it is a body part 
with a lot of connotation surrounding it, but that doesn’t mean that women should 
be reduced. The Vagina Monologues come off as internalized misogyny, women 
reducing themselves to their sex organs. Indirectly the answers above are 
increasingly explained that the vagina is a very precious part of the body in the 
form of self-esteem, it can be seen from the answers “A pretty dark peach. Or a 
diamond I found from treasure and it’s mine”. One of the most radical things 
women can do it to love their body. The truth of the matter is, every moment 
spend with worrying about our bodies, and not necessarily taking care of them, 
somebody is figuring out how to destroy environment, drill, freak, rape, and 
violate women, and we are not paying attention, be radical to love your body 
(Ensler, 2009).  
 In the end, the oppression of women in sexual abuse, it make women can 
voice about what is the meaning of the vagina for them. As in the "My Vagina 
was my Village", woman voiced their vagina if it is a bad memory with the phrase 
A live, wet, water village, their vagina is a hometown but has been snatched away 
from them over the control of their body and voice to talk about it. Next on “my 
angry vagina” Ensler sued that women have control on their body, seperti di As in 
the part “The vagina workshop” in The Vagina Monologues teach women to know 
part their vagina, include clitoris.  
 Therefore, on part “The Flood” one woman who was 72 had never even 
seen her vagina. She washed herself in the shower and bath, but never with 
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conscious intention. She had never had an orgasm. At 72 she went into therapy, as 
we do in New York, and with the help of her therapist, she went home one 
afternoon by herself, lit some candles, took a bath, played some music, and she 
got down with herself. She said it took her over an hour, because she was arthritic, 
but when she finally found her clitoris, she said, she cried.  
 Thus, the vagina is not only has a function as a means of sexual 
intercourse only. But more than that, the vagina is a valuable woman image and 
shows that your vagina is self-esteem for women. When women realize that 
vagina it is worth, then popped a resistance indicated the female characters’ 
especially in sexuality. 
 
3.2.2 Women’s sexual activity 
 Sexuality based on radical feminists argued that there is no specific type of 
sexual experience, which should be prescribed as a kind of sexual experience is 
best for women who are freed. Every woman should be encouraged to experiment 
sexually with herself, with other women, and also with other men. However the 
danger heterosexuality for women in a patriarchal society or regardless of how 
difficult it is for women to know when she really wanted to accept the invitation 
of the sexual man, for example, he should feel free to follow whatever the desire 
itself (the keg, 2006, p. 4).  
 Female sexuality is a thing that is independent and became women’s rights 
fully. Women have the right to experiment with herself, with other women, or 
with men. Tong (2006, p. 55) state that genital sex, so important for the purposes 
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of biological sex, would become just one kind of sexual experience—and a 
relatively unimportant one—as people rediscovered the erotic pleasures of their 
oral and anal cavities and engaged in sexual relations with members of the same 
as well as the opposite sex. 
 Sexuality is one of the main issues discussed in The Vagina Monologues 
Eve Ensler work. In this paper, the issue of sex is presented in the form of each of 
the female characters’ against sexual. They discovered that their individual 
experiences were not unique to them but widely shared by many women. It is 
including masturbating, menstruating, engaging in sexual acts and giving birth. 
First the attitude of female characters’ “because he liked to look at it” against 
sexual behavior are discussed in the form of a conversation with other people. In 
this part of the female sexual experience is very beautiful with the lover named 
Bob. 
“No, he said. “it’s who you are. I need to look”. I held my breath 
He looked and looked. He got breathy and his face changed. He 
didn’t look ordinary anymore. “you’re so beautiful, he said. “you 
saw that there? I said. It was like he read my palm. I began to get 
wet and turned out. I began to feel beautiful and delicious”(Ensler, 
2009, p. ) 
 
 The text above describes how women feel sexual pleasure through 
stimulation of sexuality. Accordingly women also deserve the comfort of her 
sexuality. Every woman should be free to follow the existing sex desire in her. 
The ideal sexual relationship is between a fully are consenting, equal partners 
who negotiate to maximize one another’s sexual pleasure and satisfaction by any 
means they choose (Tong, 2009). 
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 On the other hand, women also have the option to sex not only men the 
right to determine with who she would be in touch. In other parts, Kartono (1992, 
p. 5) States as a human female is a substance through or independence. Someone 
who has her own choice of establishment and based on her needs, so she has 
autonomy.  It can be seen from the excerpts on “little snoocher” as follows. 
 “Just our bodies rubbing makes me come. Then she does 
everything to me and my choochie snoocher that I always thought 
was nasty before. She makes me play with myself in front of her, 
and she teaches me all the different ways to give my pleasure.  She 
tells me to always know how to give myself pleasure so I’ll never 
need to rely on a man. She transformed my sorry-ass coochie 
snorcher and raised it up into kind of heaven.” (Ensler, 2009, p. 49) 
 
 The above quote describes how her sexual experience with a woman. It 
shows sexuality is a very valuable thing for her, so she felt like “raised it up into 
kind of heaven”. The word “heaven” seems to show the most profound pleasure 
and very valuable. The words in the projection while sexual physical work with 
itself commonly referred to masturbation.  
 In accordance with the opinion of the Utami (2003), do not forbid me 
masturbation. Therefore, in the masturbation, I was having sex with the person I 
love the most. According Tong (2009) state that as feminists we should reclaim 
control over female sexuality by demanding the right to practice whatever gives 
us pleasure and satisfaction. It is increasingly strengthened that women also have 
full power on themselves rather than others that govern her life especially in 
sexuality. 
 On the third part of this monologue, resistance is done through women's 
freedom in sexuality. On "because he liked to look at it" figures of women enjoy 
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sexual experiences with men without such objectification. Whereas, in the part 
"little snoocher" stepped ahead with creating her sexual gratification via 
masturbation. 
 
3.2.3 Women being lesbians 
 Through the theory of radical feminist delivered that focuses on sexually. 
Such sexual activities sesame type commonly called lesbians on female 
characters’ in “The woman who loved to make vaginas happy”. In other words, 
radical feminism assumes that physical control of women by men as sexual 
intercourse is the basic form of oppression of women. Radical feminism tries to 
draw a line between the behavior of certain biological and cultural attitudes. It 
aimed to freedom men and women as much as possible of their gender roles a 
little early. The main concern of radical feminism is the campaign against sexual 
violence and sexual exploitation of women in pornography. In addition, this flow 
also recommends lesbian lifestyle because this way women can be detached from 
the oppression of men (Dzuhayatin, 1998). Early female characters’ being a 
lesbian because she has the obsession to make women feel happy in sexual. 
“in my late thirties, I became obsessed with making woman happy. 
It began as a mission of sorts, but then I got involved in it. I got 
very good at it, kind of brilliant. It was my art. I started getting 
paid for it”(Ensler, 2009, p. 56). 
 
 On the quote above tells that the women on “The women who loved to 
make vaginas happy” to be sexual to the women workers, because she gets paid. 
Women can also be consciously understood that their beautiful body is a 
commodity that can be used instead for the fulfillment of their various interests 
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(Sadawi, 2006). This makes the women on “The women who loved to make 
vaginas happy” conducts its mission to appease women, as follows. 
 “I’m going to take you someplace, don’t worry, lay back 
and enjoy the ride” kind of force. Sometimes it was simply 
mundane. I found the moan before things even started, while we 
were eating salad or chicken just casual just right there, with my 
fingers. “Here it is like that,” real simple, in the kitchen. 
Sometimes I used props -I loved props- sometimes I made the 
woman find her own moan in front of me. I waited, stuck it out 
until she opened herself. No, I pushed her further all the way into 
her power moan.” (Ensler, 2009, p. 58) 
 
 It is increasingly clear that female characters’ on “The women who loved 
to make vaginas happy” successfully run its mission in blissful women sexually. 
Seen from the words “power of moan” indicates that a sigh that comes out of the 
mouth of the female voice is the satisfaction and pleasure in sexual or can be 
called an orgasm. Women should be freedom from the role according to Ferguson 
in the Keg (1998, p. 95) mentioned that radical feminist usually heterosexual or 
lesbian. Seize control of female sexuality, by demanding the right to pull any that 
can provide pleasure and satisfaction, the equivalent is the sexual intercourse that 
is mutually satisfying and negotiate for mutual rewarding in any way. The ideal 
sexual relationship is between a fully are consenting, equal partners who negotiate 
to maximize one another’s sexual pleasure and satisfaction by any means they 
choose (Tong, 2009). 
 From the above exposure, especially if it is associated with the title part in 
The Vagina Monologues, it can be seen that Ensler was trying to dismantle the 
power of women as subjects in sexuality. As in part “Because He liked to look at 
it” sang male like want to affirm something that women in the same position as 
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men, women are therefore entitled to voice their passions and desires. It is similar 
to the “little snoocher” that describe our satisfaction of sexuality in masturbation, 
so the more bracing that there comes a time where women can be the subject of 
her sexuality on her own.  
 Last of the female characters’ in “The women who loved vaginas happy” 
shows that the nature of women on female characters’ in “The women who loved 
vaginas happy” (aggressive attitude and strong sexuality) like the find intersection 
with the view of radical feminism. Freedom for women can be obtained not by 
mixing the feminine and masculine qualities in one self, but by returning to the 
nature of women. Onsexuality, to be free, to support women’s sexual rights, 
particularly the right to choose between heterosexual, bisexual, and lesbian 
lifestyles. (Tong, 2006, p. 26). 
 Other feminist luminaries, Helene Cixous, rejected the term "feminist" and 
"lesbian" who thinks still plastered by thinking falogentris because both those 
words now "a deviation from the norm and instead is a not sexual choice or a 
space for female solidarity. Therefore, in his writings, Cixous invites women also 
write on his own experience and creating a new world, regardless of the world 
created for men. Women should be liberated from the role according to Ferguson 
in the Tong (1998:94) mentions that radical feminists usually heterosexual or 
lesbian. Seize control of female sexuality, by demanding the right to pull any that 
can provide pleasure and satisfaction, the equivalent is the sexual intercourse that 
is mutually satisfying and negotiate for mutual rewarding in any way. The key to 
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 The research analyzes the point of view female characters’ as women who 
got domination of men. The research analyzes the thought of radical feminism is 
built upon the realization that there is an unfair structure in the relationships 
between men and women. The injustice already rooted patriarchal systems of 
biological and who looks at the world with men as the subject. Male subjectivity 
that is nourished by social practices made women constantly in the position of the 
object. 
The research finds that male domination women in terms of sexuality 
include in wives, Bosnian Girl and southern woman of color who get sexual 
violence. The explanation of feminism emerged as an effort of resistance of 
various male control efforts, such as the control of women's productive power, 
control over the sexuality of women, and control the motion of women to control 
their sexuality, production, and reproduction of men, controlling possession with a 
system of inheritance from male to female. Those would be expressing of women 
who get tormented and depression by men. 
While on women is resistance against male domination in terms of 
sexuality, it helps women to know about their awareness of vagina function, and 
give them voice their experience in sexual activity and being lesbians. The 
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researcher find women to be free expressing their body especially their vagina and 
their sexual activity who give them satisfy. The body is something that is closest 
to the female, after the public belong to the men. With the body, women 
experience a lot of things. Then, through experience in recognizing the body 
especially her vagina woman voiced her. This is because the body, private area 
which is still owned by men. If then the private area is also regulated by men, then 
indeed the women need to do an alternative struggle with digging another realm 
untouched by the patriarchal system. 
Based on the findings, it can be concluded that there are some things need to 
be underlined from The Vagina Monologues Ensler work. Ensler is indeed 
focusing on sexuality include sexual act and sexual abuse of women who has 
radical feminism stance. Through sexuality, Ensler wants to say that women have 
the experience of sexuality itself, as well as with men. Women are also 
themselves, which means it has a voice of its own. Women are not determined by 
men. 
4.2 Suggestion 
This research uses the drama of The Vagina Monologues by Eve Ensler and 
analyzes female characters’ by using concept of women and radical feminism 
approach. For readers in General, it is hoped this research are able to develop their 
knowledge and add insight into the research literature. In addition, the reader is 
expected to know the variety of literary theory which can be used as a tool of the 
research literature. However, it is possible for the other researchers to analyze the 
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drama by using other feminism wave model that describes processes of women 
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